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NASHVILLE,  Term.,  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  Soutiiem  Baptist  Convention  (SBC) 
F*resident  Bobby  Welch, 
the  Tennessee  Baptist 
planters  m( 
the  makini 


t  Convention  church 
^d  he’s  'Tjeginning  to  see 
"something  extraordinary" 
within  the  dencwninaticai. 

Focusing  on  his  Eve^one  Can 
Kingdom  Challenge  for  Evangelism, 
Welch  said  the  campaim  "is  getmg  the 
same  touch,  the  same  &1  about  it"  of  a 
great  revival.  Welch  moved  to  Nashville  in 
February  expressly  to  generate  support  for 
evangehstic  activities  related  to  the  June 
21-22  SBC  annual  meeting  in  Nashville. 

Welch  launched  the  Everyone  Can  cam¬ 
paign  last  year  via  a  nationwide  bus  tour, 
traversing  me  country  and  urging  Southern 
Baptists  to  "Win...  Witness...  &^ptize  Orie 
Million"  people.  Welch  brought  his  tour  to 
Mississippi  on  Srotember  9,  stopping  at 
Colonial  Heigjits  Church,  Jackin,  for  a  rally. 

Recalling  what  he'd  heard  about  the 
fcimous  Shwtung  revival  that  occurred  in 
north  China  during  1930-33  —  often 
referred  to  as^the  Third  Great  Awakening 
of  tV-T^V,  —  Welch  confessed  to 

the  duirch  platers  he  had  thought  some^ 
thing  like  that  may  never  happen  again. 

Years  later,  however,  Weldt  witnessed  a 
similar  event  in  Tanzania.  "I  saw  people  in 
Tanzania  coming  out  of  the  bush  country, 
looking  for  foe  message  of  God,"  he  said. 

'T  woke  up  one  morning,  and  the  petple 
were  lined  up  at  foe  door  before  daylimt 


CHURCH  PLANTING  —  SBC  President  Bobby  Welch  (center)  met  with  church 
planters  in  Tennessee  on  March  22,  encouraging  them  to  stay  focused  on  spreading 
the  Gospel.  Welch  paused  during  a  break  in  foe  meeting  to  talk  with  church  planters 
Henry  and  Barbara  Wilson.  (BP  photo  by  Norm  Miller) 


)ut  there.  lean  feel  it....  he  hears  people  say,  "'It's  all  about  the 
iping  up  and  down  on  Lord  and  it's  not  about  us.'  If  you  believe 
mg  Doard  and  into  the  that  statement,  then  it's  time  to  prove  it 
i  is  going  to  do,"  Welch  —  or  stop  saying  it  and  singing  it." 
f  "amens."  Such  a  statement  must  be  proven 

J  to  what  happens,"  said  beyond  the  walls  of  the  local  church, 
Welch,  advising  foe  Welch  said,  "because  that's  where  the 
church  planters  to  get  harvest  is  —  out  there,"  he  said,  pointing 
ready  for  revival  and  an  out  the  window. 

influx  of  new  Christians.  "That's  where  your  future  and  spiritual 

"You  are  the  people  at  fortune  lies  —  in  foe  streets.  Remember, 
groimd  zero.  You  may  you're  starting  a  church.  You're  not  jump- 
very  well  catch  that  mg  on  what  somebody  else  has  done." 
wave  of  foe  ^wer  and  Welch  then  summarized  the  Everyone 
love  of  God.'  Can  effort  as  a  "unity  of  purpose  for  the 

A  Vietnam  veteran,  sake  of  reaching  people'^  with  the  mes- 
Welch  encouraged  foe  sage  of  Jesus  Cnnst.  ^"I^e  greatest  dan- 
diurch  planters  not  to  ger  for  (foe  SBC]  is  committing  collec- 
wait  for  June,  but  to  start  tively  the  sin  of  not  being  able  to  come 
now  in  "foe  world  where  together  for  the  sake  of  the  kingdom  and 
you  live.  Dive  iiv  Attack  lost  souls,"  Welch  warned.  "This 
It  Go  out  foere  with  jiU  Convention  borders  on  that  sin." 
four  wheels  burning  Welch  is  placing  much  emph^is  on  foe 
rubber.  They're  ready.  Crossover  Nashville  evangelism  thrust 
They're  waiting.  They  that  will  take  place  Saturday^ime  18.  ^me 
want  you  to  come."  10,000  people  have  committed  to  attend. 

Wdeh  outlined  for  foe  The  SBC  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held 

church  planters  the  ser-  June  21-22,  2005,  at  foe  Gaylord  Enter- 
mon  he's  preaching  from  tainment  Center  in  Nashville.  Mississippi 
Jeremi^  8:20  as  he  trav-  Baptist  curches  planning  to  send  messen- 
ek  Middle  Tennessee,  gers  should  reejuest  messenger  cards 
noting  foe  longing  of  foe  from  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
harvest,  as  well  as  foe  Board,  Executive  AdmWstration,  P.O. 
laborers,  foe  Lord  and  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
foe  length  of  foe  harvest.  Telephone:  (601 )  292-3201  or  toll-free  out- 
Referring  to  the  side  Jackson  at  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  201. 
laborers  of  foe  harvest.  Email:  bbox@mbcb.org.  Messenger  cards 
Welch  noted  how  often  are  mailed  only  by  church  request. 


EVERYONE  CAN  —  Rarticipants  in  the  Mississippi  stop  of  the  Everyone  Can  Kingckxn  Challenge 
bus  tour  pose  for  a  group  photo  on  September  9  outside  the  Northpanc  campus  of  Colonial  Heights 
Church  in  Ridgeland.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBQ  President  Bobby  Welch,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Daytona  Beach,  Fla.,  is  using  the  50-state  bus  kxir  to  promote  his  SBC-wiw  goal  of  one 
million  baptisms  between  June  2005  and  June  2006.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Culture  of  death  moves  forward 


A  t  press  time,  as  Tern  Schiavo  iBy  m 
-  'AS  a  Florida  hospice  bed  bleedine 
,/\Lfrom  her  sunken  eyes  and 
parched  tongue  due  to  the  withholding  of 
food  and  water,  the  nation  debated  end¬ 
lessly  on  whether  her  life  and  the  lives  of 
many  others  like  her  are  really  worth  liv¬ 
ing.  For  all  the  haggling  over  next-of-1^ 
2u\d  persistent  vegetative  state  versus  min¬ 
imally  cognizant  state,  that's  the  basic 
question,  isn't  it? 

The  answer  to  that  question  will  one 
day  affect  us  all,  one  way  or  another,  so  it 
would  serve  us  well  just  now  to  recall  the 

I  last  occasion  on  which  this  subject 
was  so  openly  a  part  of  the  soci¬ 
etal  mainstream  of  the  day.  The 
time  was  the  1930s.  The  place  was 
Nazi  Germany. 

Although  euthanasia  (a  term 
coined  by  the  Germans)  had  been 
proposed  by  intellectuals  and  elit- 
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In  one  of  the  more  visible  acts  of  support 


POWERFUL  MESSAGE 
for  Terri  Schiavo,  several  children  Joined  in 
for  the  disabled  Florida  woman  during  a  i 
to  protest  the  court-ordered  removal  of 


.1  a  silent  declaration  of  "LIFE" 
rally  at  the  Florida  statehouse 
f  her  feeing  tube  slated  for 

Sint^rno.  r  Ufe  cSntoue  despte  1^1  a«amp.s  by  her 

Codi  natired  "Aktion  T4,"  Fiisl,  intellectual  husband  to  starve  or  dehydrate  her  to  death.  (BP  photo) 

KefectWe  nerJbomf^^^^  babies  would  be  better  Auftor  »d  Finisher  of  life.  After  ^1  He 

!%o  effecHve  warthe  pr.;  off  dead  than  defective  or  unwanted.  Th^  spoke  aU  naatter  into 
that  physically  malformed  we  were  told  that  terminally-iU  people 

)rns  anS  infants  —  even  should  be  allowed  to  seek  assistance  m  l^al-  dre  hand  of  mm,  every  life  for  which  He 
ieht  be  missine  only  an  arm  ly  ending  their  lives  —  which  has  mdeed  had  a  speaal  plam 

SfettFeS  eS-SSESS 

el^tion^  too,  and  eventuaUy  people  of  cMdien,  for  *e  convemence  of  so^-rtu"  ■;*"*  Mtehael 

MdXte"'S?“a?;tv^ty."SS‘ml  an  indicator,  *e  JacKr^rtrlV— ^ 

lrLrAS.'feSa?d&r“^  s^vfJfiL»«r“se^s 

"'^Sto  have  lost  track  souie  thne  n“?r 
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church-owned  home.  They  What  can  we  bivocational 
have  no  immediate  opportu-  pastors  do  to  lift  some  of  1^ 
nity  for  church  employment,  burden  as  we  walk  with  him 
and  their  secular  skills  or  ere-  through  the  Valley  of  Shad- 
dentials  may  be  limited.  ows?  We  can  intentionally 

The  income  from  the  choose  one  of  the^  brothers 
church  requires  the  pastor's  in  our  local  associations  and 
wife  to  work.  This  puts  an  become  a  Bamabus  —  a  part- 
unbalanced  burden  on  her  ner  to  him  and  his  church, 
with  three  full-time  responsi-  Share  fifth  Sunday  services 
bilities:  the  home,  the  church,  on  a  rotating  basis.  Explore 
and  work.  This  can  lead  to  with  him  ways  he  can  elevate 
unbearable  stress  on  harmony  his  economic  situation,  such 
in  the  home.  Church  members  as  substitute  teac^g  or  cqn- 
have  an  unrealistic  expecta-  tract  work  that  fits  his  min- 
tion  of  the  pastor  performing  istry  schedule.  Join  him  in 
all  the  ministry  since,  "We  attending  association  and  con- 
pay  him  full-time."  This  vention  meetings  or  ministry 
diminishes  their  willingness  courses.  Plan  leisure  or  recre- 
to  connect  to  their  miiustry;  ation  activities  in  which  vour 
they  are  robbed  of  die  bless-  family  and  his  family  can  both 
ing  of  shared  ministry.  benefit.  Become  a  prayer  part- 
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Holloway,  a  retired  Mississippi 
educator  and  active  bivocational 
pastor,  can  be  reached  at  1758 
Florence-Byram  Road,  Florence, 
MS  39073.  Telephone:  (601)  845- 
2107  or  (601)  845-6496.  E-mail: 
bivoldr^laol.com. 
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Emerging  Church  Movement  making  waves 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A  He  criticizes  the  movement,  a  lot  more  gentleness  and  that  have  not  come  to  faith  in  thi 


sionin^  church,  known  the  understanding  of  modernism 
Emergmg  Church  Movement,  and  an  iryqTprtmriate  dismissal 
deals  carelessly  with  Scripture  of  confessional  Christianity. 

«md  ccHnpromises  tiie  Gospel,  Carson  asserts  that  some 

according  to  a  prominent  evan-  Emerging  Church  leaders  are 

Slical  smolar  and  a  Southern  "ptiinnilly  reductionistic  about 

ptist  seminary  president  —  modernism  and  the  contossioricil 
but  Brian  McLaren,  one  of  the  Christianity  that  for^d  its  way 
movement's  leaders,  told  Bq}tist  throu^  the  modernist  period" 

Press  that  such  criticisms  are  and  mat  they  "give  the  impres- 
unfovmded  and  that  die  sion  of  dismissing"  Christianity. 

Emerging  Churdi  Movement  is  Ccuson  argues  that  iiumy 

"seeking  to  be  more  faithful  to  thinkers  in  the  movement  shy 
Christ"  in  the  current  postmod-  away  horn  asserting  that  Chris^- 
em  cultural  context.  ianity  is  true  and  authoritative. 

In  a  book  entitled.  Becoming  He  also  says  that  the  Emerging 
Conversant  with  the  Emerging  Church  Movement  frequently 
Church,  which  is  scheduled  to  fails  to  use  Scripture  as  the  nor- 
be  published  in  June  by  Zon-  mative  standani  of  truth  and 
dervan,  theologian  D.A.  Carson  instead  cippeals  to  tradition, 
defines  the  Emerging  Church  In  response  to  Carson, 

Movement  as  a  groiq?  of  people  McLaren  told  Baptist  Press 
who  believe  tire  munch  must  use  that  "Dr.  Carson  doesn't 
new  modes  of  expressing  the  imderstand  us." 

Gospel  as  western  culture  McLaren,  who  is  the  found- 
adopts  a  postmodern  mindset.  ing  pastor  of  Cedar  Ridge 
"At  the  heart  of  the  'move-  Community  Church  near  Bait 
ment'  ...  lies  the  conviction  that  imore,  and  was  listed  as  one  of 
changes  in  die  culture  signal  that  25  influential  evangelicals  by 
a  new  church  is  'emerging,'"  TIME  magazine,  said  diat  he 
writes  Carson,  who  serves  cis  rejects  die  label  "movement"  to 
research  professor  of  New  describe  the  Emerging  Church. 

Testament  at  Trinity^EvangeUcal  ’1  generally  don’t  even  use  the  concern  for 

Diviriity  Sd^l  in  Deerfidd,  Dl.  term  movement  at  this  point,"  he  fulness,  aru 
"Christian  leaders  must  therefore  said.  '1  think  it's  more  of  a  con-  Christian  community  to  em- 
adapt  to  this  emerging  church,  versation.  It's  a  group  of  people  brace  a  pluriform  understand- 
Those  who  fail  to  do  so  are  blind  who  are  talking  about  the  ing  of  truth  as  a  way  out  of  doc- 
to  the  cidtural  accretions  that  Gwpel  and  church  and  mission,  tnnal  conflict  and  impasse." 
hide  the  go^l  brfiind  forms  of  especially  in  terms  of  dianges  Mohler  charges  McLaren 
thnnght  and  modes  of  expres-  going  on  in  our  culture  mat  with  speaking  about  clear-cut 
sionmat  no  longer  communicate  some  peojile  call  a  shift  from  issues  in  an 
with  the  new  generation."  modem  -to  postmodern  culture."  ambiguous  manner.  "When  it 

According  to  Carson,  the  In  contrast  to  the  cultural  comes  to  issues  such  as  the 
movement  arxise  as  a  protest  imperialism  demonstrated  by  exclusivity  of  the  gospel,  the 
against  tte  institutional  diurch,  believers  in  the  past,  McLaren  identity  of  Jesus  Christ  as  Iwth 
modernism  and  seeker-sensi-  believes  Christians  should  fully  human  and  fully  divine, 
tive  churches.  At  times  it  is  dif-  present  Christianity  through  tiie  authoritative  character  of 
flcult  to  identify  with  precision  loving  attitudes  rather  than  Scripture  as  wntten  revelation, 
the  participants  and  parameters  logical  arguments.  and  the  clear  teaching  erf 

of  me  movement,  he  writes.  ^Tiose  of  us  in  the  west  now...  Scripture  corKerning  issues  such 

Carson  acknowledges  that  realize  that  there  were  a  lot  of  as  hornosexuality,  this  move- 
the  Emerging  Church  Move-  bad  consequences  of  European  ment  sirtq>ly  refuses  to  answer 
ment  has  eiKouraged  evangpli-  and  Anietican  people  tryirig  to  the  questions,"  Mohler  writes.  , 

cals  to  take  note  of  cultural  teU  everybody  else  how  things  "A  responsible  theological  theusir^so  , 
trends  and  has  emphasized  are,"  he  said.  feel  that  ther?s  argument  must  acknowledjre  ery  but  they^w^ 
authenticity  among  believers,  got  to  be  a  lot  more  humility  and  that  difficult  qu«tions  demand 

to  be  answered.  We  are  not 
faced  with  an  endless  array  of 
doctrinal  variants  from  which 
we  can  pick  and  choose. 

"Homosexuality  either  will 
or  will  not  be  embraced  as  nor¬ 
mative.  The  church  either  will 
or  will  not  accept  a  radical  revi- 
sioninj 
We  wi 
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form  is  self-contradictory.  the  people  who  have  talked 

Responding  to  McLaren's  about  this,"  McLaren  said.  "But 
book,  entitled  A  Generous  yet  there  are  many  Soutiiem 
Orthodoxy,  Mohler  writes.  Baptists  who  are  doir^  this  very 
"Enforacing  the  worldview  of  thmg.  ...Many  missionaries 
the  postmodern  age,  he  em-  are...  realizing  that  the  issue 
braces  relativism  at  tiie  cost  of  isn't  whether  a  person  identifies 
clarity  in  matters  of  truth  and  with  a  religion  that  now  is  seen 
intends  to  redefine  Christianify 
for  this  new  age,  largely  in 
terms  of  an  eccentric  mixture  of 
elements  he  would  take  from 
virtually  every  theological 
position  and  variant." 

"...As  a  postmodernist,  he 
considers  himself  free  from  cmy 
r^iositioncil  truth- 
simply  wants  me 

as  a  western  Europecin  religion, 
but  the  important  thing  is  to 
hefo  people  identify  wim  Jesus 
ema  become  followers  of  J^us." 

When  asked  whether  a  person 
must  trust  Christ  as  dying  to 
unbiblical  and  make  atonement  for  sin  m  order 
to  be  a  Christian,  McLaren 
rq>lied,  '1  want  to  help  people 
understand  everything  they  can 
identity  of  Jesus  Christ ‘as  both  about  the  cross. ...  I  wouldn't  say 
fully  human  and  fully  divine,  that  having  that  understanding 

.  '  (Jesus  dying  as  a  substitute  for 

sinful  humanify)  is  all  that  it 
means  to  be  a  Christian.  I  think 
that  some  people  mi^t  have 
that  understanoing  aim  not  be 
interested  in  following  Jesus. 
Tbey  want  Jesus'  blood  to  pay  for 
they  can  go  to  Kmv- 
realty  interest¬ 
ed  in  following  Jesus  in  this  life  " 
McLaren  declined  to  give  his 
opinion  on  the  morality  <rf  homo¬ 
sexuality,  saying  that  the  issue 
has  become  inappropriately 
political.  '1  have  my  own  (pin¬ 
ions,  but  1  dem't  beueve  that  the 
smartest  thing  for  me  to  do  is  to 
go  around  and  make  those  vary- 
of  the  missionary  task,  mg  opinions  a  reason  to  separate 
1  either  see  those  who  mj^of  from  other  Qiristians." 
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Missionaries  robbed 

UMURU,  Kenya  (BP)  —  New  missionaries  attending  a  camp 

desigried  to  teach  th^  about  life  in  Africa  got  an  unscheduled — 

andbrfelrfening— lesson  when  they  were  robbed  at  maciiete- 
point.  Robbers  entered  a  campsite  early  Maixri  21  where  riew 


missionaries  sent  out  by  the  Southern  Baptist  International 
Mission  Board  and  SIL  International /Wydifife  were  sleeping.  No 
one  was  hurt  in  the  incident.  Agroup  of  ^  misskmaries  and  staff 
were  in  the  final  ciays  of  a  speaal  orientation  program  for  new 
workers  in  central,  eastern  and  soufliem  Africa  when  the  inci¬ 
dent  happened.  The  program,  called  40  Days  and  40  Nighte, 
intrxxluces  missionaries  to  life  in  Africa.  Southern  Baptist  mfy- 
sionary  Judi  Sprayteny,  who  directs  the  orientation  canu>  witti 
her  hi^and  Jack,  said  that  God  definitely  watched  over  the  new 
missionaries.  During  the  first  day  of  the  bush  camp  part  of  ori- 
entatiem,  the  group  prayerwalked  around  the  campate,  asking 
for  Gcxl's  protection.  "God  really  answered  those  prayers,"  she 
said.  "He  protected  this  family  and  the  rest  of  the  enmp.  hto  one 
was  hurt.  He  was  watdune  over  us."  The  orientation  continued 


Southern  Baptists  are  losing  ground  in  the  South,  according  to 
Charles  Chaney,  Home  Mission  Board  vice  president  of  extension  for 
church  starting  in  Atlanta,  who  urged  greater  churchplanting  efforts  in 
Southern  cities  and  suburbs. 


During  their  annual  meeting,  trustees  of  New  Orleans  Seminary 
elect  Jack  Glaze,  head  of  the  department  of  religion  and  philosophy  at 
Mississippi  College,  as  the  Chwter  L.  Quarles  professor  of  missions. 


State  WMU  convention  attendance  hits  a  record,  with  a  total  of  1636 
registered  for  the  event  held  at  First  Churdi,  Jackson.  State  membership 
in  WMU  and  its  related  organizations  is  approximately  80,000. 
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Zambian  President  Mwanawada  baptized 


Rankin  Assoc. 


hosts  Ministry 


earns  seminar 


% 


Rankin  Association  will  host 


I  seminar  entitled,  Building 
iverful  Ministry  Teams,  on 
ril  1 5-1 6  at  the  association's 
l|^adquarters  in  Brandon.  The 
^minar  will  be  conducted  by 
'  Next  Level  Leadership 
twork  of  the  North 
erican  Mission  Board  of  the 
uthern  Baptist  Convention  in 
urban  Atlanta. 

The  seminar  will  begin 
h  a  light  meal  at  6:30  p.m. 
April  15,  and  conclude  at 
n  on  April  16.  A  conti- 
ntal  breakfast  will  also  be 
ed  beginning  at  8  a.m.  on 
il  16,  with  the  seminar 
tinuing  at  8:30  a.m.  Cost 
meals  and  books  is  $10 
person.  Pastors,  church 
ff,  and  lay  leaders  are 
ited  to  attend. 

Deadline  for  registration  is 
y^ril  13.  To  register  or  for 
ifere  information,  contact 
Sliaron  Brewer  at  (601)  939- 
2?182.  E-mail:  sbrewer@rank- 
Hjibaptists.com.  The  web  site 
f<Jr  the  Next  Level  Leadership 
Network  is  www.nextlevel- 
leadership.com. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  President  Gene  Hen- 
djerson  said  he  will  be  attend¬ 
ing  the  seminar.  "Ministry 
Tleams  are  literally  the  next 
level  in  leading  our  churches 
forward.  You  will  receive  valu¬ 
able  information  and  inspira¬ 
tion  if  you  invest  in  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,"  he  said. 


LUSAKA,  Zambia  (BP) — ^The  president  of  The  president  began 

Zambia,  in  acknowledging  his  ^th  in  Jesus  asking  questions  about 
Christ,  recently  was  baptized  in  a  public  ser-  the  Christian  faith  and 
vice,  Soudiem  Baptist  missionaries  report.  how  he  could  join  ttie 
A  crowd  clapped  and  cheered  as  church.  Church  mem- 
President  Levy  Mwanawasa  (mwah-nah-  bers  answered  his  ques- 
WAH-sah)  rose  from  the  water  in  an  out-  tions  and  ministerexi  to 
door  baptistery  behind  a  Baptist  seminary  him  during  difficult 
chapel  m  Lusaka,  Zambia's  capital.  The  times.  After  Mwanawasa 
event  drew  hundreds  of  people,  including  began  attending  the 
public  officials,  leaders  and  pastors  from  church,  his  mother  died 
the  area  and  neighboring  countries.  from  injuries  caused  by  a 

'This  bap^m  was  an  incredible*  occa-  fire.  He  also  lost  his  two 
sion  for  the  Baptist  witness  to  many  people  brothers.  One  died  unex- 
who  we  have  not  had  in  church  before,"  pectedly  of  illness;  the 
said  Troy  Lewis,  a  Southern  Baptist  mis-  other  was  murdered, 
sionary  m  the  southern  African  nation  of  Mwanawasa  soon 
more  than  10  million  prople.  "They  heard  shared  how  Christ  had 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ?'  moved  in  his  life  —  and 

Oi  the  day  of  his  baptism,  Mwanawasa  that  he  wanted  to  be 
shared  his  spiritual  journey  before  a  packed  baptized .  Franklin 
chapel  service.  He  told  listeners  he  had  Kilpatrick,  missionary 
been  "struck"  by  Jesus  —  similar  to  the  in  Zambia  for  35  years. 

Apostle  Paul's  experience  on  the  road  to  helped  disciple 

Damascus.  Mwanawasa,  a  successful  Mwanawasa  during  mis 
lawyer  anc>  former  vice  president,  took  process.  Kilpatrick  and 
office  in  2002.  Respected  for  his  reputation  nis  wife,  Paula,  are 
for  honesty,  he  was  known  as  "Mr.  members  of  Twin  Palm 
Integrity"  even  by  his  political  opponents  Baptist  Church, 
before  his  election.  Now  in  his  mia-50s,  he  ’The  impact  is  not  just 
survived  a  near-fatal  car  accident  in  1992  in  Zambia; .  this  could 
but  insists  he  is  in  excellent  health.  have  an  impact  on  an 

Mwanawasa  remembers  attending  a  international  level,"  said 
Baptist  school  as  a  boy,  but  his  relation^p  Kilpatrick,  who  is  tem- 
with  Christ  began  to  transform  when  he  porarily  on  U.S.  assignment.  "He  could  ers  from  around  the  world  to  attend 
started  attending  Twin  Palm  Baptist  irnpact  a  lot  of  leaders.  He  is  in  a  position  of  church  with  him. 

Church  in  Lusaka  in  2003.  The  small  influence,  and  people  need  encouragement"  Paula  Kilpatrick  is  excited  about  what 
church  meets  at  the  Baptist  Theological  The  Kilpatricks  were  originally  con-  God  has  planned  for  the  future.  "We  feel 
Seminary  of  Zambia  in  Lusaka.  cemed  about  drawing  too  much  attention  like  the  stoiy  is  not  over,"  she  said. 

As  he  came  week  after  week  with  his  to  the  event.  Local  missionaries  tried  to  The  president  is  just  one  of  many  spiri- 
entourage,  the  church  tried  to  maintain  remain  low-key  about  Mwanawasa's  deci-  tual  success  stories  in  Zambia.  Last  year, 
business  as  usual — but  it  wasn't  easy.  sion.  But  the  news  quickly  spread  all  over  116  Baptist  churches  were  started,  bringing 

"All  of  us  here  were  immensely  excited  Zambia  —  and  to  otner  parts  of  the  world,  ffie  total  number  of  churches  to  985  —  plus 
about  this,"  Lewis  said.  "Our  excitement  Kilpatrick  believes  Mwanawasa's  124  mission  congregations.  Some  mission- 
and  prayers  increased  when  he  returned  to  decision  is  real.  Others  have  commented  aries  believe  Mwanawasa's  baptism  is  an 
church  again  and  kept  coming  whenever  on  how  the  president's  life  has  changed,  exclamation  point  on  what  God  is  begin- 
he  was  in  the  coimtry."  He  already  has  invited  friends  and  lead-  ning  to  do  in  the  country. 


NEW  BELIEVER  —  Levy  Mwanawasa,  president  of  Zambia, 
rises  from  an  outdoor  baptistery  during  a  recent  service  at  Twin 
Palm  Baptist  Church  in  Lusaka,  Zambia's  capital.  The  event 
drew  hundreds  of  people,  including  public  officials  and  other 
leaders  from  southern  Africa.  (BP  pl^o  by  Troy  Lewis) 


Bible  institute  opens  adjacent  to  Southwestern 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
Southwestern  Seminary  joined 
members  of  the  Fort  Worth 
community  and  Texas  State 
Rep.  Anna  ^(pwery  in  dedicat¬ 
ing  the  International  Reference 
Library  for  Biblical  Research  in 
Fort  Worth  On  March  12. 


The  two-story  facility,  con-  the  group  in  2002.  Under  the 
ceived  by  E.  Earle  Ellis,  lease  agreement  with  the  semi- 
research  professor  of  theology  nary,  the  library  will  hold  ffie 
at  Southwestern  Seminary  and  property  for  30  years  at  ffie  rate 
past  president  of  ffie  Institute  of  one  dollar  per  year, 
for  Biblical  Resecuxh,  is  located  Organizers  of  the  library  call 
adjacent  to  ffie  seminary's  main  it  a  North  American  "Tyndale 

House,"  a  place  where  scholars 
cem  study  and  live  at  ffie  same 
time  as  ffi^  do  in  Cambridge, 
England.  Tne  library  is  com¬ 
plete  with  an  upstairs  apart¬ 
ment  cmd  guest  scholar's  room. 


ies  at  Southwestern,  is  the 
library's  superintendent.  A  for¬ 
mer  homebuilder,  Wolfe  over¬ 
saw  the  renovation  of  the 
building  where  ffie  library  is 
now  housed.  He  said  the 
importance  of  the  facility 
should  not  be  overlooked. 

"There  was  a  day  when  ffie 
evangelical  voicfe  was  rather 
muted  within  ffie  academy,  sem¬ 
inaries  and  universities  alike. 
Today,  evangelical  scholarship  is 
making  a  sigi^cant  contribu¬ 
tion  to  ffie  biblical  and  theologi¬ 
cal  disciplines.  But  there  is  much 
more  to  be  done,"  Wolfe  said. 

"This  reference  library  exists 
to  continue  to  nurture  faithful 
biblical  scholarship  in  service 
to  ffie  church  ana  her  institu¬ 
tions  of  learning,"  he  contin¬ 
ued,  noting,  "The  importance 
of  a  project  like  this  should  not 
be  underestimated  lest  we 
again  find  ourselves  sliding 
into  obscurity  in  contemporary 
culture's  world  of  ideas.  Ideas 
have  a  history  and  conse¬ 
quences.  This  library  exists  to 
contribute  positively  to  that 
history  and  to  ffie  articulation 
of  ideas  and  understandings 
that  will  shape  future  genera¬ 
tions  in  harmony  with  a  biblical 


CC  sets  another  enrollment  record 


;  William  Carey  College  (WCC)  saw  a  seven  nalism,  business,  religion,  music,  and  nurs- 

Creent  expansion  in  enrollment  in  the  Spring  ing.  WCC  students  can  earn  master's  degrees 
mester,  from  2736  students  in  2004'  to  a  in  business,  education,  and  psychology,  and  a 
ilKord  2921  students  in  2(X)5  —  an  increase  of  specialist  degree  in  elementary  education. 

students.  Record  enrollments  were  also  "William  Quey  College  is  a  private  s^ool  that 

4et  in  the  recent  fall  and  winter  terms.  pays  attrition  to  the  mdividual  student  and 

William  Carey  College  is  owned  and  operat-  offers  a  quality  education,"  said  Barbara 

Bhe  Mississippi  Iraptist  Convention  and  Hamilton,  trie  school's  executive  assistant  to  ffie 
d  by  a  board  of  trustees.  It  was  fouiuied  president.  The  students  know  everyone  on  cam- 
and  operated  as  Mississippi  Woman's  pus  and  feel  like  part  of  an  extended  family." 
for  decades.  It  was  renamed  William  The  college  is  accredited  by  the  Commission 

!oll^e  in  1954,  in  honor  of  ffie  father  of  on  Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of 
missions.  The  school  became  co-educa-  Colleges  and  Schools.  WCC  also  holds  state 
«Bnal  wiffi  ffie  advent  of  ffie  name  change.  and  national  accreditations  in  ffie  areas  of  edu- 

i  The  99-year-old  school  has  a  main  campus  in  cation,  music,  music  therapy,  and  nursing, 
■bttiesbuig,  wiffi  campuses  in  Gulfport  and  in  Approximately  85%  of  students  attend  Carey 
■hw 'Orleans.  WCC  is  on  ffie  trimester  system  wiffi  me  assistance  of  financial  aid.  FinaiKial  aid 
three  10-week  sessions,  a  summer  mini-  emportunities  available  to  students  include  aca- 
Urm,  and  one  regular  siunmer  term.  demic  and  talent  based  scholarships.  Pell 

^l^liam  Carey  College  offers  bachelor's  Grants,  and  government-funded  student  loans. 
Agrees  in  the  areas  of  arts,  humanities  and  For  more  information  on  WCC,  contact  the 
ipraces,  education  and  psychology,  theatre,  school  at  498  Tuscan  Ave.,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
ifMiunuiucation,  and  mass  communication  39401-5499,  or  visit  tiie  school's  web  site  at 


The  library  also  will  host  lec¬ 
ture  series  annually. 

"We  have  worked  to  estab¬ 
lish  this  library  for  ffie  past  10 
years,"  Ellis  said.  "We  have 
raised  about  $1  million,  half  in 
cash  and  ffie  other  half  in  gifts 
in  kind.  The  other  gift  of  great 
substance  was  the  gift  of  a 
7,0(K)-volume  library  by  a 
retired  professor." 

Several  foundations  in  ffie 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  area  were 
among  ffie  contributors,  while 
ffistitute  for  Biblical  Research 
members,  who  founded  the 
library  as  a  separate  nonprofit 
organization,  also  contributed 
$100,000  to  see  their  vision 
become  reality,  Ellis  said. 

Paul  Wolfe,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  New  Testament  and 
assistant  dean  for  biblical  stud- 
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lcx)k  down  and  see  a  key.  Maybe 
a  ray  from  the  sun  had  cauj^t 
my  attention  as  it  bounced  off  af 
ffie  key  and  caused  me  to  look, 
or  maybe  I  was  just  supposed  to 
find  this  key.  I  stopped  and 
picked  it  up  and  was  surprised 
at  the  flood  of  droughts  that 
be^  to  rush  throu^  my  mind. 

Who  lost  it?  How  md  they  lose 
it?  Did  somebody  just  throw  it 
away?  What  did  it  open,  start, 

or  close?  Is  there  cmyway  to  grt  to  Jesus  in  Matthew  1^  when  He 
the  key  back  to  whomever  it  says  to  His  followers,  "I  give  to 
belonged?  Is  someone  looking  you  the  keys  to  the  Kingdom." 
for  it  or  does  the  person  know  or  There  are  certainly  times  and 
even  care  that  it  is  missing?  As  I  ways  that  our  Lord  nas  provided 
was  Wcdking  along  I  started  giv-  protection  for  us.  Keys  do  pro- 
ing  answers  to  my  own  ques-  tect.  He  knew  that  Kingdom  ser- 
tions.  As  I  looked  at  the  key,  it  vants  would  need  protection 
appeared  to  me  that  it  was  not  a  and  help  beyond  their  own  abil- 
car  key  or  a  house  key.  It  ities  to  help  fiend  off  evil  and  to 
appeared  to  be  a  key  to  some  avoid  destruction.  He  said  He 
sort  of  lockbox,  and  I  imagined  would  send  us  forth  as  "lambs 


fim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  deatir.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  <ind 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  idio  believe  in  his  name." 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 


Evangelicals  expand  public  policy  approach 


ties  and  refugees  both  in  the  United  States 
and  overseas.  It  calls  for  churches  to 
"model  good  race  relations." 

The  statement  encourages  governments 
to  use  their  militaries  only  under  "just-war" 
criteria  and  after  pursumg  peace  .nonvio- 
lently.  "Just-war'^  theory  is  a  classical 
Christian  approach  to  the  use  of  force  that 
requires  certain  standards,  such  as  a  just 
cause  and  its  utilization  as  a  last  resort. 

Land,  who  did  not  attend  the  Washington 
event,  commended  the  document  for  speak¬ 
ing  "eloquently  and  succinctly  of  our  call  to 
engage  me  puDlic  policy  debates." 

^ough  Land  signed  the  document  as 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A  leading  evan-  Kaiser,  president 

felical  association  has  issued  a  call  for  a  Theological  Semii 
roader  approach  to  public  policy  issues  p^ident  of  the  Ir 
than  evangelicals  have  been  imown  for  in  Democracy;  Da\ 
the  past,  a  call  that  is  being  supported  by  Christianity  Today 
such  Christian  leaders  as  Richid  Land,  of  Voice  of  C 
president  of  the  Southern  Ministries;  Ron 

Baptist  Convention's  president  of  Evan^ 

Ethics  and  Religious  for  Social  Actior 

Liberty  Commission  author  and  ap( 

(ERLC)  in  Nashville;  Ravi  Zacharias. 

James  Dobson,  founder  TheNAErepres 

of  Focus  on  the  Family  in  million  people  in 

Colorado  Springs,  churches  and  h 

Chuck  Colson,  founder member  denomina 
of  Prison  Fellowship  The  statement,  1 

Lansdowne,  Va.;  and  Health  of  the  Nati 

Rick  Warrert,  pastor  of  Evangelical  Call  I 

Saddleback  Church  in  Lake  Forest,  Cal.  addresses  not  only 
The  National  Association  of  method  of  influenc 
Evangelicals  (NAE)  recently  held  a  discus-  it  does  not  endors< 
sion  on  Capitol  Hill  of  a  docximent  that  document  calls  foi 
promises  policy  efforts  related  not  only  to  the  transformatioi 
such  issues  as  abortion,  marriage  and  reli-  and  institutions." 
gious  liberty  but  t>overty,  human  rights,  should  act  with 
peace  2md  tne  envuonment.  While  it  says  integrity  in  the  prc 
evangelicals  "have  failed  to  engage  with 
the  breadth,  depth  and  consistency  to  q 

which  we  are  called,"  the  statement  lists  1< 

seven  guidelines  for  |x>litical  engagement  c 
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Diffy  and  Hunter  Embry. 
Leaders  are  Virginia  Ross 
and  Gene  Huffman. 

9.  First  Church,  Wdgeland, 
congratulates  their  children's 
Bibfe  drillers.  Shown,  from 
left:  McKenna  Ford,  Joshua 
Newell,  Marissa  Blount, 
Garison  Arinder,  Hvinter 
Embry,  Austin  Sims,  Olivia 
Ford,  Brooke  Thomas, 
Amellia  Pearman,  Ryan 
Dement,  Daniel  Difl^,  and 
John  Rok.  Leaders:  Melinda 
Sims,  Lynn  Hill,  Jamie  Ross, 
and  Linda  Lofton. 

10.  The  youth  group  of 
Hopewell  Church,  Little 
Rock,  hosted  a  Valentine 
Banquet  Feb.  12,  serving 
full  course  steak  dinners 
to  attendees. 


6.  The  RAs  and  GAs  of 
Lakeland  Southern  Church, 
Mantadiie,  recently  held  a 
program  called  Go  Tell  It 

Se  Mountain.  They  were 
awarded  badges  and  vests. 

7.  Williamsville  Church,  Kos¬ 
ciusko,  celebrated  an  organ 
dedication  in  honor  of 
organist  Judy  Sims  who 
has  served  the  church  for 
over  40  years.  Performing 
in  her  honor  was  her 
grandson  Jason  Sims.  Also 
honoring  Sims  were  her 
sons,  Donny  and  Tonuny 
Sims,  grand^n  Jordan  Sims, 
and  minister  of  music 
Doug  Hubbard. 

8.  First  Church,  Ridgeland, 
congratulates  their  youth 
Bible  drillers:  Kristen 


1.  TwenW-three  youth  and 
five  adults  from  Immanuel 
Church,  Cleveland,  recent¬ 
ly  particmated  in  a  True 
Love  Waits  Retreat  at 
Central  HUls,  Ko^iusko. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

2.  Stephen  McMorris  was 
.  licensed  to  the  gospel  min- 
’  istry  at  First  ChurA,  Sum¬ 
mit  Shown  are  his  father, 
Stan  McMorris,  McMorris, 
and  Jennifer  McMorris. 

3.  Ebenezer  Church,  Liberty, 
will  be  selling  long  stem  rw 
roses  for  $4.00  a  stem  in 
honor  or  memory  of  past 
and  present  members  in  cel¬ 
ebrating  its  May  2006  200th 
armiversary.  Send  order 
requests  to:  Kitty  Ivey,  2787 
Lower  Centreville  Rd., 
Liberty,  Miss.  39645. 

4.  Griffith  Memorial  Church, 
Jackson,  celebrated  the  re¬ 
tirement  of  all  financial 
debt  with  a  note-burning 
ceremony  on  Mar.  13.  Siown, 
left  to  right,  are  Phillip 
Cooper,  pastor;  Bill  Gore; 
Gary  Stewart;  Etoug  Nors- 
worthy;  and  Charlie  Gray. 

5.  Crenshaw  Church,  Cren¬ 
shaw,  will  have  a  centenni¬ 
al  celebration  on  Sun.,  Apr. 
17.  Former  pastors  speak¬ 
ing  at  10:30  a.m.;  lunch  at 
noon;  cmd  history  and  testi¬ 
mony  at  1:30  p.m.  Clint 
Hams,  pastor. 


6.  RAs  and  GAs  of  Lakeland  Southern  Church,  Mantachie 


7.  Organ  Dedication,  Williarnsville  Church,  wiiliamsviUe 


l.True  Love  Waits  Retreat,  Immanuel  Church,  Cleveland 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx,  ^32  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 


HUG  PF  ,NHZC,  YPFLFIjLF 
NHZG  Z  KUYJ  XJK,  YPHY 
UJ.WKU  EHU  EJWF  KUY] 
WF,  FTEFOY  ZY  RFLF 
CZQFU  KUYl  PZW  Jl  WX 


8.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  First  Church,  Ridgeland 


2.  Ordination  of  McMorris,  First  Church,  Summit 


IHYPFL 


BIPU  NZT:NZTYX-IZQF 


Clue:K  =  U 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
Icing  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Twenty - 
One:Twenty  Seven. 


9.  Children's  Bible  Drillers,  first  Church,  Ridgeland 


4.  Notebuming  Ceremony,  Griffith  Memorial  Church,  Jackson 
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9.  The  Brotheihood  of  Corinth 
Church,  Heidelberg,  re¬ 
cently  roofed  the  home  of 
an  elderly,  lady  in  their 
community  Feb.  5.  Shown 
are  the  workers. 

10.  Eddie  Parker,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Oloh,  or¬ 
dained  Jimmy  Hayes,  n,  to 
the  ministry  on  Feb.  20. 
Hayes  serves  as  youth  min¬ 
ister  at  Whitesand  Church, 
Prentiss.  Shown  are  Hayes 
and  Parker. 

~  11.“*  Cedar  View  Church, 
Olive  Branch,  will  have  a 
community  singing  event 
on  Sat.,  Apr.  16,  featuring 
The  Geeslin  Grothers. 
Call  (662)  895-2661  for 
more  information. 

12.  First  Church,  Madison, 
ordained  Robert  E.  Wash¬ 
ington  to  the  ministry  Mar. 
13.  John  Temple  gave  the 
charge  to  the  c<mdidate  and 
Jim  Futral  gave  the  charge 
to  the  churar.  Shown  are 
Futral,  Washington,  Diarm 
Washington,  and  Temple. 

13.  Joey  Bland  was  ordained  to 
the  ministry  Feb.  27  at  Star 
Church,  Star.  Shown  are 
Vic  Bowman,  Monica  Bland, 
Bland,  and  Gary  Glass. 


10.  Ordination  of  Jimmy  Hayes  II,  First  Church,  Oloh 


1 3.  Ordination  of  Joey  Bland,  Star  Church,  Star 


1 2.  Ordination  of  Robert  E.  Washington,  First  Church,  Madison 


Roundaway  Church, 
Sunflower  County:  Home¬ 
coming,  April  24,  10:45  a.m. 
and  1:15  p.m.  Noon  meal.  Ed 
McDaniel,  speaker;  Gary 
Sheppeard,  musk.  For  more 
information,  call  (662)  887- 
5675  or  (662)  887-5759. 

Calvary  Chnidt,  ML  Olive: 
Homecomujug,  3.  Gospel 
singing.  The  Revelations, 
FlcMence,  1:30  pjn. 


3.  An  exhibit  of  new  paintings 
by  Sylvia  Doucet  Stanton, 
Joie  ae  \dvre,  opens  Mar.  31 
and  hangs  thrw^  May  6 
in  d>e  Lucille  Parto  Gall^ 
in  Thomas  Hall  on  the 
WCC  Hattiesbtug  campus. 
Admission  is  free;  the 
gallery  is  open  1-4  pan. 


Mem.  -  FrL  or  b 
ment.  Call  (601 
fmr  information. 


Smothers  and  wHe  Jada 


4.  Mississippi  College  (MO 
is  the  pilot  site  for  a  new 
Centrimge/M-Fuge  com- 
bined  camp  this  summer. 

‘  the  past  three  sum- 
I  men,  MC;  has  been  host  to 

two  LifeWay  spoiuored 
Phillip  Lond]:ee,Jo6iah  Bums,  camps:  Centfifuee,  geared 
Mike  Perez,  ^Ivia  Caver;  toward  7th  -  IzA  grade 
Riduttd  Sandberg,  Maggie  students,  and  Centn-Kid, 
Barwkk,  Dan  Schabot  for  3rd  —  6di  graders.  This 

(director  of  forensics),  and  summer,  both  Centrifuge 

Megan  Odom.  and  M-Fuge,  a  LifeWay 

camp  designed  to  teach 
The  Wmters  School  of  studmts  hem  to  serve  and 

Musk,  WCC,  will  present  minister  in  communities 

Josef  ^ydn's  Mass  m  Time  arouird  die  county  at  the 

of  War  May  1,  3  pm.,  wkh  wOTld,  will  cennbine  for  a 

die  IMUiam  Ouey  Chorale  camp  experimee  at  MC. 

and  full  rjiwiriml  orchestra,  M-fuge  will  work  with 

conducted  by  Karl  Ndson.  over  %  Jadcsen  area  orga- 

Ihe  perfonxuuioe  is  in  die'  nizatums  during  the  sum- 

Dumas  L.  &nidi  AudUtm?-  mer.AtMCal<Mie,  307pro- 

iumondicHaltieBbiirgcain-  fessions  of  fa^,  i248 

pus.  'ndaets  are  $5  or  $2.50  rededications,  and  69  calls 

torgroiTOof  10oriiKHe.Far  to  the  ministiy  have  been 

more  httormation,  call  (601)  recorded  by  LifeWay  in 

318^175.  2002-2004. 


Slayden  Church,  Mar¬ 
shall  hafayette  Association, 
has  a  new  youth  director. 
Bejamin  Smothers,  of  Add¬ 
ison,  Ala.,  is  a  first  year  stu¬ 
dent  at  MABTS,  Memphis, 
Tena  Pictured  with  Smothers 
is  his  wife  Jada. 


HOSPICE  CHAPLAIN: 
UNITY  HOSPICE  CARE 


patients  and  staff,  saaks  a  Chaplain  tor 
Oxford,  Dataavea,  and  t»  aunoumffng 
areas.  The  ChapWn  «■  provide  spMual 
support  to  hoapioe  patiares  and  their  fam- 
Xae.  M.0iv.  ssongty  prafarred  along  vtilh 
axpetfance  mMMstine  to  Vwae  tadne  Ma 


Newhebron  Church,  Law¬ 
rence  Cotmty,  proudly  wel¬ 
comes  S.A.  (Bonny)  Adkins  as 
dteir  new  pastor  effective  on 
May  1. 


For  The  "Right  Deal 
On  A  Church  Bus 
CaU  BUI  dark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


Charles  T.  Heltman,  83, 
died  on  Feb.  16.  A  minister  for 
over  sixty  years,  he  served  as 
pastor  of  Bo^e  Chitto 
Church,  near  hfcomb  and 
Lena  Church.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife  Evelyn  and  two 
daughters. 
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Baucham:  proclaim  Gospel,  expect  trouble 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP) —  inevitably  come  as  a 
Bottled  water.  When  the  phe-  result  of  doing  so." 
nomenon  burst  onto  the  scene,  it  Christians  are 

answered  the  question:  Would  c<illed  to  preserve 
anyone  pay  for  water?  In  2004  and  proclaim  the 
alone,  IXS.  consumers  spent  an  Gospel  and  to  en- 
estimated  $8  billion  on  bottled  dure  the  hardships 
water — but  why  spend  so  much  that  go  along  with 
on  water  and  what  does  bottled  it,  Baucham  said. 

vival?  "That's  where 

se  you  we  are  this  week," 
he  said,  "to  ask 
God  to  revive  us 
to  that  kind  of  call¬ 
ing,  because  there 
are  times  when, 
for  whatever  rea- 
one  of  those 
two  things  gets 
out  of  whack." 

In  focusing  on 
the  calling  to 
^  serve  and  prcn 
cloudy,  the  Gos] 


mrnltmik,  Pheba: 
Friend  Day,  Apt.  3.  Sunday 
School,  10  ajn.;  worship,  11  ajix 

Calvary  Church,  Braxton: 
Revival  Apt.  3  -  5, 7  p jn.  The 
Revelations,  music. 

Liberty  Church,  Newton 
County:  Revival,  April  10-13. 
Sun.,  ll.'OO  ajn.  and  7:00  pjn.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7KX)  pan.  Doyle 
Boyles,  ^)«dcer.  CSuy  Thome, 
music.  Joey  Lang,  pastor. 

First  Church,  Carthage: 
Revival,  April  10-13.  Sun., 
IIKX)  ajm.  and  6KX)  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7:00  p.m.  Jim  Futral, 
speaker;  Jeffrey  Jones, 


Seminary  President  Chuck 
Kelley  said  with  a  container  of 
bottled  water  in  his  hand. 

Standing  before  a  crowd  of 
students  and  faculty  gathered 
for  New  Orleans  ^minarv’s  son, 
campus-wide  revival,  Kelfey 
poured  the  pure  bottled  water 
into  a  glass  that  was  already 
partia^  filled  with  mud  and 
dirt.  The  result  was  a  glass 
full  of  murky,  ( ' 
undrinkable  water.  The  object  ham 
lesson  was  clear  and  cutting.  semi 

"God  will  not  pour  His  this  question: 
anointing  into  a  dirty  vessel,"  you  one  of  us 
Kelley  said.  you  one  of  the 

The  March  1-3  revival  led  by  Timothy,  he 
author  and  sijeaker  Vcxldie  Christian  to  a 

_  .  «•  «  *  .  a  .  /•  a.  Itf*  • 


d  the  revival  si^KER  ^^8«l^^l|HS5a>erVoddie  Baucham,  in  his  messages 
with  from  2  Tlmolhy  during  c^pus  (pl^jwllwvices  at  New  Orleans  Seminaty,  asked, 
"Are  "Are  you  living  life  with  sm  etemaf  perspective?"  (Photo  by  Katherine  Albers) 


pter3of2  'T  want  to  ask  you  something,"  the  "them"  are  the  self-reliant, 
orces  the  Baucham  said.  "Are  you  involved  whereas  Paul  us«  Timcithy  to 
:lf  or  her-  in  ministry  now  or  are  you  mov-  r^resent  ttie  "us."  In  2  Timothy 
ing  toward  ministry  now  because  3:10-11,  Paul  contrasted  Tim- 
question  we  all  somebody  told  you  that  you  are  othy's  conduct  with  the  others!: 
r,  because  there  are  gifted?  Or  are  you  moving  "Now  you  followed  my  teaching, 
jre  who  misrepre-  toward  ministry  because  you  conduct,  purpose,  faith,  patience, 
and  Christianity  have  a  character  that  will  serve  as  love,  per^ver^ce,  persecutions 
Baucham.  'Well-  the  fovindaticm  upon  which  God  and  sufferings." 
trained,  well-educated,  gifted  can  build  greatness  frar  Himself  "If  you've  been  living  as  one 
and  rotten  to  tfie  core."  and  for  His  namesake?"  of  'them'  ...,  I  admonish  you. 

In  the  first  half  of  chapter  3,  Put  another  way:  "Are  you  Repent,''  Baucham  said,  "but  if 
the  Apostle  Paul  describes  people  developing  godly  character,"  you  can't  do  that,  do  me  a  favor, 
ciround  Timothy  who  hola  to  "a  Baucham  asked,  "or  are  you  just  Get  off  the  bus  before  you 
form  of  godliness,  aldiough  tt'ey  developing  skills  that  will  make  embarra^  my  God." 
have  denied  its  power"  (verse  5).  you  a  gooa  living  someday?"  Holding  up  the  Bible, 

These  people  rest  on  their  abili-  Returning  to  his  queshcm  of  Baucham  said,  "If  this  isn't 
ties,  their  talents  and  their  gifts  "Are  you  one  of  us  or  are  you  one  what  you  start  with,  it  doesn't 
instead  of  relying  on  God.  of  them?"  Baucham  noted  tfiat  matter  what  you  build  with." 


Classihed  Ads 


FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  CLASS,  Meridian.  NASHVILLE  SBC  CONVENTION; 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations  downtown  and  west  end  hotel  pack- 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705.  ages.  Special  rate.  Comfort  Inn,  $99 
Insurance,  www.christurner-ins.com.  THE  ASSOCIATIONAL  MISSIONARY  night,  including  taxes  and  shuttle.  Opry 
AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION  SEARCH  COMMITTEE  of  Shelby  packages,  Christian  Travelers,  (800) 
CONDOS,  www.gulfshofescofxkK.com.  Association  (Alabama)  seeks  resumes  of  972-8952,  www.christiantravelers.com. 
All  size  units  available.  Spring  special,  2  qualified  candidates.  Send  resumes  with  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
night  weekend,  SI  60, 4  week  nights  $250.  cover  letter  by  April  15  to  search  com-  estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  C}uitman, 

EfficierKy  unit  (2  adults  2  kids).  Good  thru  mittee,  c/o  Allan  Murphy,  4605  Burning  Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

5/25,  (205)  5564)368  or  (205)  554-1 524.  Tree  Lane,  Pelham,  AL  35124. _  CROWING  NORTH  RORID^  RWMHAN- 

GAME  ON!  FAMILY  PAINTBALL  PARK.  CATLINBURC  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2  bath,  DLE  CHURCH  is  seeking  to  fill  a  new  posi- 


on  Sellers,  mu«c. 


Betham  Church,  Choctaw 
County:  Revival,  April  13-17. 
Don  Parish  of  Victory  Chuidi, 
Mathison,  will  preach,  and 
Mike  Adams  of  Bediany  will 
lead  music.  Marion  Tumber- 
linscm,  pastor. 

Couiriand  Church,  Couit- 
iRnd:  Revival,  April  15-16, 
7:00  pjn.  Roy  Souttiem  will 
preacn  a  dedication  service  for 
die  new  buildine  on  April  17, 
followed  by  me£U,  testimonies, 
and  music. 


MS  Positions 


Siloam  Church,  West  Poinb 
Revival,  Apr.  17-20.  Sun., 
10:45  ajn.  and  6  pjn.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  evai^elist,  Ran¬ 
dall  Cr^  muric.  Buddy  John¬ 
son;  Mike  Fondroi,  pa^r. 

Leaf  Rivet;  Pineville 
Cooimunity,  Smirii  County: 
Revival,  Apr.  24-27.  Sun.,  11 
ajn.  and  7  pjn.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  pjn.;  Jay  Weribrooks,  Evan- 


PART-TIME  YOUTH/CHILDREN'S 
MINISTER:  Antirxih  Baptist  Church, 
Brandon,  Mississippi.  Seeking  a  piart- 
time  youth  and  children's  minister. 
Please  send  resumes  arxl  references  to 
Antioch  Baptist  Church,  2350  Hwy  43 
S.,  attn:  youtIVchildren's  search  com- 

mittee,  Brandon,  MS  39042. _ 

PART-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER:  Griffith 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  is  seeking  a 
part-time  minister  of  youth.  Preference 
will  be  given  to  mature  iixlividuals 
with  youth  related  ministry  experience. 
Mail  resume  to  Griffith  Memorial 
Baptist  Church,  attn;  youth  minister 
search  committee,  5275  Terry  Road, 
Jackson,  MS  39212. 
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Judge  rules  in  La.  College  president  dispute 

I>TKTi;\/TT  T  C  I-  /Ann  A  JL 


PINEVILLE,  La.  (ABP 
and  local  reports)  —  The 
election  of  Joe  Aguillard  as 
Louisiana  College  presi¬ 
dent  is  valid  despite  a  pres¬ 
idential  search  process  that 
failed  to  follow  established 
procedure,  an  Alexandria 
judh^e  ruled  March  17. 

Tne  ruling  by  Ninth 
Judicial  District  Judge 
Dexter  Ryland  ends  a  law¬ 
suit  that  sought  to  invalidate 
Aguillard's  Section  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist 
school.  The  suit  charged  tlwt 
Aguillard's  election  was 
invalid  because  a  majority  of 
school  trustees  did  not  fol¬ 
low  the  presidential  search 
procedure  as  set  forth  in  the 
governing  bylaws.  The  suit 
was  filed  by  several  alumni 
and  supporters  of  Louisiana 
College,  as  well  as  one 
retired  faculty  member  who 
also  was  a  member  of  the 
original  presidential  search 
committee. 

After  receiving  a  full  day  of 
testimony  in  late  February  and 
oral  arguments  from  attorneys 
March  17,  Ryland  agreed  that 
established  procedure  was  not 
followed  in  the  election  of 
Aguillard  as  president  but 
added  he  "was  properly  elect¬ 
ed  president  of  the  college." 

The  matter  in  question 
dates  back  to  Marcn  2003, 
when  then-president  Rory 
Lee  announced  his  resigna¬ 
tion  and  a  search  committee 
was  formed  to  replace  him. 


Yamell  as  their  top  candidate. 


top  cai 

He  was  presented  to  the  full 
board  and  elected  on  a  divid¬ 
ed  vote.  In  ensuing  days,  he 
attended  several  college 
events  as  the  school's  incom- 
i^  president.  Contract  nego¬ 
tiations  between  Yamell  and 
the  board  hit  a  snag.  Just  days 
me  annual 


Aguillard; 


as 


he 


Lee  is  presently  servii 
executive  director  of ' 
Baptist  Children's  Villag 
institution  of  the  Missis 
Baptist  Convention 
quartered  in  Jackson. 

The  committee  appoAed 
to  find  Lee's  replacei|ent 
worked  under  constant  OTti- 
cism  from  some  who  waited 
Aguillard  as  president. 
Though  he  was  considered  as 
a  nominee,  he  was  not  amfong 
the  top  three  finalists. 

Eventually,  the  committee 
settled  on  Southwestern 
Seminary  educator  Malcolm 


after  addressing 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention, 
Yamell  withdrew  his  name 
from  ccmsideration. 

Trustees  relaunched  the 
search  process  in  December, 
this  time  with  a  blended 
search  committee  that 
included  the  original  mem¬ 
bers  as  well  as  new  trustee 
leaders.  Board  members 
directed  the  search  commit¬ 
tee  to  consider  Aguillard 
first  as  a  presidential  nomi¬ 
nee  and  bring  his  name  to 
the  board  for  action. 

All  but  one  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  search  committee  mem¬ 
bers  protested  the  moves, 
saying  the  board  went  outside 
established  procedure.  The 
school  bylaws  clearly  state 
the  search  committee  is  to 
remain  in  place  until  the  pres¬ 
idential  office  has  been 
"filled."  Since  Yamell  never 
signed  a  contract,  the  office 
was  never  filled,  they  said. 
Other  trustees  said  that  since 
Yamell  received  compensa¬ 
tion  for  , attending  school 
events,  the  post  was  filled 
and  the  original  search  com¬ 
mittee  no  longer  was  in  place. 
All  but  two  of  the  original 


search  committee  members  then 
chose  not  to  be  involved  with  the 
blended  committee.  The  remain¬ 
ing  members  quickly  inter¬ 
viewed  Aguillard  <ind  presented 
him  as  a  presidential  nominee 
during  a  called  board  meeting  on 
Jan.  17.  Then-interim  president 
John  Traylor  also  was  nominated 
at  the  meeting,  but  Aguillard 
was  elected  on  a  17-13  vote. 

The  suit  was  filed  soon 
afterwards.  In  his  ruling, 
Ryland  acknowledged  that 
Aguillard  was  not  nominated 
by  the  procedure  outlined  in 
Louisiana  College  bylaws  and 
that  Yamell  never  "filled"  the 
position  of  president  but,  he 
noted,  Aguillard  was  nomi¬ 
nated  from  the  floor  by  a 
valid  tmstee  and  received  a 
majority  vote. 

He  sai 

tion  is  whether  a  presfdent 
has  to  be  nominated  by  a 
search  committee  and,  on  that 
point,  he  mled  there  is  no 
prohibition  against  floor 
nominations  for  the  post. 


said  the  central  ques- 
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The  Baptist  Record 


be  sent  to  the  L.  Gordon 
Sansing 

Westwood  Baptist  Church, 
1224  65th  Avenue,  Meridian, 
MS  39307. 

Richie  Davis,  pastor 
Westwood  Church 
Meridian 


CONGRESS  IGNORED 


Editor:  tsuiuuni.  ii  is 

1  zun  incensed  that  twice  in  ^  they  a**  okay, 
many  werfcs,  a  state  court  in  and  pagans  by 
norida  and  a  federal  court  in  are  respondmj 
Florida  have  ignored  the  nonsense  they 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  I  They  never  hea 
am  more  incensed  that  the  courts  the  precious  b 
have  handed  down  a  death  sen-  without  which 
tence  <m\  a  woman  (Terri  Sdiiavo)  ever  be  saved, 
without  due  process.  preachers  neve 

It  is  bad  enough  to  remove  and  peoj^e  ai 
the  feeding  tube  of  a  cogni-  without  Chris 
tive  brain-damaged  person  tell  their  cori| 
but  quite  another  to  prevent  have  to  rejrent, 
her  parents  from  giving  food  If  we  Soul 
and  water.  If  she  can’t  swal-  continue  dowi 
low,  then  why  prohibit  her  will  lose  our  v 
parents  from  giving  food  and  that  ^s 
water?  Somettiing  stinks  to  turn  back  to  th 
high  heaven  here! 

^e  need  immediate  inter-  Vaughii  W. 
vention,  investigation,  and  an  Magnolia  C 
impartial  hearing  with  some-  Olive  Branc 
one  representing  Terri  Schiavo. 

Auftior  Comans 

Madison  SPREAD  THI 

Editor’s  note:  At  press  time  Editor: 

Ion  March  29,  Terri  Schiavo  was  Hurrah  tor 
alive  but  “fading  fast,"  in  the  like  Matt  Mi 
words  of  her  family. 

(or  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's  dis- 

■  Editor: 

This  silly  nonsense  that  we 
are  seeing  and  hearing  about 
has  erupted  into  what  I  call  a 
Baptist  tsunami.  It  is  a  killer 
wave  that  is  ravaging 
Southern  Baptist  churches 
throughout  America. 

I  was  tau^t  by  pastors  in 
days  and  years  gone  by  that 
Baptists  were  people  of  the 
Book  (the  Bible),  but  that  is  no 
longer  true.  We  have  preach¬ 
ers  who  will  proudly  say  tiiey 
believe  the  Bible  to  be  inenrant 
but  their  actions  ptove  differ¬ 
ently.  They  run  off  to 
Saddleback,  get  in  Rick 


Editor: 

Much  can  be  said  about 
"Doc"  —  James  L.  Qack)  Travis, 
longtime  professor  of  biblical 
studies  at  Blue  Mountain 
College  who  died  on  Frfjruary 


SANSING  HONORED 


comes  m  small  pacicages. 

Fditor-  It  was  a  delight  to  see 

^ur  years  ago  this  month  Doc's  shining  face  when  you 
our  church,  and  indeed  all  came  mto  his  classrooni.  It 
Mississippi  Baptists,  lost  a  was  if  he  had  seen  Jesus,  for  I 
dear  samt  when  L.  Gordon  know  he  had  met  Jwus  ear  y 
Sansing  went  home  to  be  with  in  the  morning  ^ 

I  Scripture.  He  knew  that  if  you 

MaSy  across  the  Southern  would  see  God  jn  the  mom- 
Baptist  Convention  will  ing,  yo“  would  have  Him 
remember  Sansing  as  the  throughtheday W^tajoy to 
associate  executive  secretary  sit  under  his 
r»f  the  Mississippi  Baptist  unveiled  the  Word  of  God. 
Convention  boarf  the  found-  The  Word  of  God  would  come 
ing  pastor  of  Broadmoor  alive  m  your  heari  and  set 
C^ui5i  in  Jackson,  and  other  your  heart  on 
various  roles  in  which  he  you  co^rid  put  out  toe  fires 
served,  but  I  will  always  of  hell  with  a  water  pistol, 
remember  him  as  toe  gentle  f^^oyed  Me  to  toe  hto^t. 

encourager  who  stood  beside  He  had  more  th^  j^t  h^pi- 
me  on  toe  platform  and  sup-  ness  —  he  had  )oy.  Happm^s 
ported  me  lis  I  tried  to  pastor  dM>^  on  your  circu^^a, 
where  God  had  placed  me.  while  »y  depe^  on  O^t  I 
Sansing  was  truly  special  and  can  s^  hear  toe  stones  md 
had  thi  wonderful  ability  to  jokes  that  made  sojnany  of  ^ 
mi^  others  feel  special  too.  ^  doeth 

Wfestwood  Church,  Merid-  go^  like  a  medicme. 
ian,  has  recently  established  So  many  of  you  have  ^n 
the  L.  Gordon  Sansing  Doc  run  m  i^ny  races,  for  ms 
Memorial  Scholarship  to  health  and  for 
honor  his  many  years  of  ser-  Others  have 

vice  to  our  church,  the  race  for  toe  faith,  and  win. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  Can  you  not  hear  his  voice  to 
tion,  and  most  importantly  ministers,  missionaries,  and 
his  faithfulness  to  toe  Lord,  teachers:  "Rim.  Run,  I  say,  nM 
Realizing  that  others  who  for  the  gold  but  for  the  glory 
have  been  touched  by  his  of  God. 
ministry  may  want  to  partici-  Don  Mc^^en,  pastor 
pate  in  the  memorial,  ^ould  New  Faith  Church 
lit*,  tn  offer  toe  followine  Pontotoc  « 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be 
printed.  No  multi-copy  or  form 
letters  will  be  used. 


BAPTIST  TSUNAMI 


Please  include  the  name  of 
cooperating  Mississippi  Baptist 
church  where  correspondent  is  a 
member.  (Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subfect  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the 
editor  do  not  necessarily  reflect 
the  views  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from 
any  individual  will  be  printed 
during  a  three-month  period. 


not  even  understand,  and  call 
it  worship.  It  may  be  worship, 
but  it  is  not  worshippmg  the 
Almighty  God  of  the  Bible. 


Investing  for  the  future 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


can  you  best  plan  for  your  church's  future?  How  can  you 
have  a  lasting  impact  for  Christ  in  your  community  and 
around  the  world?  Are  these  questions  that  your  church 
asks  itself?  If  so,  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

can  help. 

By  planning  wisely,  you  can  leave  your  church  increasing 
resources  for  years  to  come.  For  more  than  50  years, 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches  and  institutions  have  trusted  the 
growth  of  their  funds  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation. 

tWe  offer  free  seminars  to  churches  and  their  members 
1  to  dBcuss  the  wide  range  of  programs  and  financial 
k  services  available.  We  also  provide  free  information 
m  on  estate  planning  and  Wills  for  Mississippi 

Baptists.  Call  mat 4H1JHMZW. 
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www.inbcb.org 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Needed:  Real  Faith 

James  1:16-18,  21-27;  2:14-19 

By  Rick  Henson _  thorn  in  the  flesh, 

although  God  told  Him 
We  read  in  Hebrews  11:6a  that  His  grace  was  suffi- 


the  holy  scriptures,  "For  by  grace  are  ye  saved  in  Jesus  Christ  results  in  eternal 
which  are  able  to  make  through  faith;  and  that  not  of  salvation  and  present  action.  If 
thee  wise  unto  salvation  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God:  Jesus  is  our  Lord,  and  we  seek 
through  faith  which'  is  Not  of  works,  lest  <my  man  to  follow  Him,  then  we  should 
in  Christ  Jesus."  should  boast.  For  we  are  his  emulate  Him.  Ephesians  5:1-2 

So  we  know  what  workmanship,  created  in  Christ  teaches  us,  "Therefore  be  imita- 
faith  is  cmd  its  soiwce,  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  tors  of  God,  as  beloved  children; 
but  since  faith  is  not  God  hath  before  ordained  that  and  walk  in  love,  just  as  Christ 

we  should  walk  in  them."  also  loved  you  and  gave  Himself 
According  to  this  passage  we  up  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  sac- 
are  saved  by  faith,  not  by  rifice  to  God  as  a  fragrant  aroma." 
works,  and  we  are  saved  to  James  concluded  his  aigu- 
work.  The  order  is  essential;  ment  by  writing,  "show  me  my 
salvation  and  then  works,  faith  without  my  works,  and  I 
Works  can  never  result  in  salva-  will  show  thee  my  faith  by  my 
tion,  but  genuine  salvation  works."  Real  faith  is  demonstrat- 
we  are  deceiving  ourselves.  We  always  results  in  good  works,  ed  to  the  world  by  actions.  Jesus 
are  instructed  nere  that  true  James  2:17  reads,  "Even  so  stated  that  our  treatment  of  each 
religion  is  to  minister  to  those  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works,  is  oflier  is  the  proof  of  our  conver- 
people  in  need  and  keep  our-  dead,  being  alone."  sion.  John  13:34-35  "A  new  corn- 

selves  clean  in  the  world.  In  James  addressed  this  in  mandment  I  give  unto  you,  that 
other  words,  genuine  faith  James  2:14-19.  He  wrote  that  if  ye  love  one  another;  as  1  have 
must  result  in  a  changed  life.  2  one  sees  a  brother  or  sister  who  loved  you,  that  ye  al^  love  one 
Corinthians  5:17  reads,  "There-  is  hungry  or  naked  and  wishes  another.  By  this  shall  all  men 
or  fore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  them  well  without  taking  action,  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if 
even  Mighty  Mouse  could  save  is  a  new  creature:  old  things  are  then  we  have  not  proved  or  ye  have  love  one  to  another.  "Ihe 
us  ^d  change  our  lives.  Real  passed  away;  behold,  all  mings  demonstrated  our  faith.  James  world  is  looking  for  real  faith.  Do 

. '  are  become  new."  further  argued  that  even  the  you  have  real  faith? 

A  passage  in  Ephesians  demons  in  hell  believe  in  God.  - 

addresses  this  balance  of  faith  Faith  is  far  more  than  just  Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
From  a  child  thou  hast  known  and  works.  Ephesians  2:8-10:  agreeing  with  facts.  Real  faith  Church,  Brandon. 


dent.  NOi  True  faith  in  faith?  One  of  our  focal 

God  beeves  Him  in  enson  passages  in  James  1:21- 
eve^  circumstance,  not  simply  27  tells  us  to  be  doers  of  the 

hearers  only.  In 
fact  the  passage  states  that  u  we 
hear  the  wora  and  do  not  do  it. 


faith  is  the  substance  of  things  so  that  He  will  change  cur  cdf- 
hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  cumstances.  If  our  service  to 
not  seen."  Fmth,  however,  is  not  God  depends  upon  Him  serving 
some  entity  in  itself  that  is  to  be  us  and  answenng  our  prayers 
prized.  V\fe  are  saved  only  by  the  way  we  want,  then  Ife  is  not 
faith  in  Jesus.  Galatians  3:26  our  Lord  at  all.  Real  faith  results 
reads,  "For  ye  are  all  the  children  in  service  to  God  in  every  dr- 
of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus."  cumstaiKe  (Philippians  4:10-13). 
According  to  some  TV  preach-  The  o^ect  of  our  Faith,  Jesus 
ers,  faitii  itself  is  what  saves  us  Christ,  is  what  saves  us,  not  our 
and  we  just  need  more  of  it,  as  if  faith  in  itself.  Otherwise,  faith 
we  could  work  up  some  more  in  Buddha,  Hare  Krishna, 
faith.  These  glab-it-and-grab-it 
guys  teach  that  you  donT  have 
wealth  or  health  because  you  faith  is  found  only  in  Jesus 
don't  have  enough  faith.  By  their  Christ,  and  is  even  a  gift  from 
standard  Paul  did  not  have  God.  2  Timothy  3:15  reads, 
enough  faith  to  be  healed  of  his  "F _ 11 _ 1 _ 1 _ 


Explore  the  Bible 

Leam  to  Obey  the  Lord 

Jeremiah  11:6-14 

By  Billie  Buckley  Father.  Does  tha 


path  leadir^  us  to  the  Here  God's  judgment  comes  as  We  might  need  to  look 

safety  of  Fm  presence  no  big  surprise.  It  was  required  beyond  these  "don’t  pray" 
and  away  from  His  as  a  result  of  decades  of  sm.  words  as  to  why  they  were  spo- 
judgment.  Are  Christians  judged?  Yes.  ken.  Maybe  it's  because  the 

Verse  7  reads,  "Obey  This  judginent  is  not  placed  on  People  wanted  it  both  ways, 
my  words."  We  have  our  positional  faith  in  Jesus  Tnis  is  true  today  when  we 
freedom  to  do  this  or  Christ.  I  think  preachers  call  decide  to  cojty  up  to  God  only 
face  the  consequences.  this  event  justification.  Only  when  we  get  into  trouble.  We  are 
Then  God  pleaded,  grace  is  found  here.  guilty  of  listening  to  self-help 

"Don't  be  stubborn."  This  judgment  is  placed  on  slogans  while  the  Word  talks 

They  answered,  our  functioning  faith  becoming  about  the  disturbing  reality  of 
"Why  bother?  It's  too  barren,  not  bearing  fruit  by  self-denial.  This  ought  not  to  be. 
boring,  too  formal,  too  uncom-  bringing  man  and  God  togeth-  Remember  this:  Jeremiah 

fortable  and  too  old-fashioned,  er.  Tnis  is  a  growth  process  and  never  changed  this  message 

1  c^  it  sanctification.  even  when  it  was  rejected. 
The  choice  is  ours.  Break  our  Sunday  School  teachers  and  stu- 
Could  it  be  ttiey  just  (fidn't  disobedient  patterns  or  face  the  dents,  leam  to  listen  and  obey 
hang  aroimd  long  enough  to  judgment.  God  or  face  the  consequences, 

hear  Him?  Do  we?  Do  you,  'Third  lesson:  Avoid  Judg-  Read  the  Bible  for  four  rea- 
Sunday  School  teacher?  How  ment.  (vv.11-14)  Does  God  sons:  (1)  for  the  said  Word,  gen- 
much  time  is  spent  daily  in  His  enjoy  judging?  eral  knowledge  for  everyone; 

Word  listening  to  Him  face  to  Some  think  of  God  as  a  (2)  for  the  saying  Word,  TCrson- 
laier.  No  music.  No  Hanging  Judge  ready  to  c«ch  alized  by  Holy  Spirit  for  you; 
charismatic  Bible  study  leaders,  and  punish  mem,  taking  plea-  ^  (3)  for  the  praying  Word,  giving 
Just  God  yaking  and  your  lis-  sure  m  their  pain.  you  prayer  patterns;  (4)  for  the 

tening  to  Him  with  the  help  of  Not  so.  He  shares  the  pain,  responding  Word,  to  "flesh  out" 
the  Ffoly  Spirit.  Don't  dare  teach  Yet  in  verse  14  He  makes  a  the  evidence  of  your  faith.  May 
or  took  the  Lord  without  adding  tfus  step  to  your  shockirig  statement,  "Don't  He  be  more  cmd  more  in  your 
lesson  preparation.  Oh,  yes,  it  pray  for  them  anymore."  heart  as  you  obey  Him. 

will  take  time  to  listen  to  Him.  Maybe  He  weis  tired  of  them  - 

Second  lesson:  Break  Dis-  givmg  Him  a  list  and  demand-  Bucldm  is  a  member  cf  Petal- 
obedient  Patterns,  (w.  9-10)  mg,  "Deliver  this!"  Harvey  Church,  Petal. 


L^isien  caieiuuy.  men  go  ana  /\gain  ana  again  RiirHpv 
tell  the  disobedient  people  of  God  would  ask,  ^’Are  ” 

Judah  what  I  said."  these  conditions  of  blessings 

Jeremiah  was  told  to  tell  clear?  My  words  are  reliable, 

them:  "The  covenant  deal  I  enduring  and  stable.  They  bless  When  we  are  told  to  listen,  do  preachers 

made  with  you  on  Mt.  Sinai  you  or  condemn  you.  Jeremiah,  we  answer  in  the  same  way?  1.. 

will  be  closed.  Judgment's  com-  you  tell  my  people  to  make  a 

ing.  There  is  no  exit."  choice.  Is  this  clear?" 

Did  you  ever  wonder  why  Jeremiah  answered  God, 

God  said  this?  It  seems  to  me  "Amen." 
all  He  desired  from  His  chil-  This  word  "amen"  means  "so 
dren  was  a  love  relationship  be  it".  If  God  said  it,  it’s  a  done 

wifh  them.  deal.  In  this  lesson  He  is  telling  face?  No  prea 

They  just  couldn't  seem  to  us  to  listen,  to  stop  being  dis-  *  '  "  ” 

leam  this  love  language  lesson,  obedient  to  avoid  judgment. 

Why?  Hiey  only  listened  to  First  lesson:  Leam  to  Listen, 
what  they  wanted  to  hear.  We  (vv.6-8)  The  jpeople  of  Judah 
can  leam  something  about  our-  never  listen< 
selves,  too.  Our  listening  is  a  lov-  seriously.  Today  many  laugh  at 
ing  way  of  affirming  somecme's  a  final  deserved  judgment, 
real  worth  and  vdue.  How  His  Word,  and  what  we  are 
strange  we  do  not  listen  to  our  to  do  with  it,  points  out  the 
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Q  &  A:  status  of 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  A 
California  judge's  ruling  has 
placed  the  issue  of  same-sex 
marriage  back  in  the  spotli^t  in 
America.  Following  is  a  ust  of 
commcMily  asked  questions,  with 
answers,  related  to  ttie  issue. 

•  What  did  the  judge  in 
California  rule? 


The  judge,  Superior  Court 
Judge  Richard  A.  wamer,  struck 
down  die  state's  marriage  laws 
and  ruled  that  California  Trad  "no 
rational  basis"  to  ban  same-sex 
marriage.  In  doing  so  he  over¬ 
turned  the  state's  defense  of  mar¬ 
riage  act,  a  2000  law  ttiat  eimlidt- 
ly  banned  gay  marriage  and  had 
been  passed  by  61%  of  the  voters. 

•  What  happens  now? 

The  ruling  is  being  ^pealed. 
The  next  stop  is  the  California 
Court  of  Appeals.  After  that,  it 
could  be  ^pealed  to  the  state 
Supreme  Court,  which  would 
have  the  final  say. 


BAPTISTS 


er  groups,  such  as  the  state  judges  —  which  is  signifi- 
National  Center  for  Lesbian  cant,  out  not  perfect.  For  instance. 
Rights  and  ^e  Gay  &  Lesbian  CMo's  amendment — passed  last 
Advocates  &  Defenders,  also  year  —  bans  CTiio  judges  from 
are  involved.  GLAD,  involved  legalizing  gay  marriage,  but  die 
in  the  Connecticut  lawsuit,  is  amendment  could  be  overturned 
the  same  legal  group  that  won  in  federal  courts.  In  fact,  Nebras- 
in  Massachusetts.  ka's  and  Oklahoma's  amend¬ 

ments  are  being  challenged  in 

•  How  do  marriage  federal  court.  By  comparison,  a 

amendments  help?  federal  marri^e  amendment 

provides  significantly  stronger 
Marriage  amendments  pro-  protection  and  prevents  any 
vide  an  extra  bl2mket  of  protec-  court  in  America  —  state  or  fed- 
tion  against  pro-gay  marriage  eral  —  from  legcdizing  same-sex 
judicim  rulings.  In  the  same  marriage, 
way  that  the  i3th  Amendment 

to  the  U.S.  Constitution  •  Could  the  U.S. 
banned  slavery,  marriage  Supreme  Court  eventually 
amendments  ban  gay  mar-  take  up  the  gay  marriage 
riage.  If  Massachusetts  had  issue? 
had  a  marriage  amendment, 

then  same-sex  marriage  there  Yes.  In  fact,  many  legal 
would  still  be  outlawed.  experts  say  it's  only  a  matter 

of  time.  If  the  high  court  takes 

•  How  many  states  have  up  the  case,  it  lifely  would  be 

marriage  amen^^ments?  a  review  of  the  Defense  of 

Marriage  Act  (DOMA),  a  1996 
Sixteen,  although  that  federal  law  that  gives  states 
number  keeps  growing,  the  option  of  not  recognizing 
(Kansas,  for  instance  will  vote  another  state's  same-sex  mar- 
on  a  marriage  amendment  riages.  The  law  also  prevents 
April  5.)  A  17tn  state,  Hawaii,  the  federal  government  from 
has  an  amendment  allowing  recognizing  gay  marriage."  If 
jits  state  legislature  to  ban  DOMA  is  overturned,  the 
same-sex  marriage.  nation  would  have  court- 

ordered  same-sex  marriage.  A 
•'  What  is  a  civil  union?  federal  marriage  amendment 

would  prevent  the  U.S. 
Nine.  They  are:  California,  Civil  unions  provide  same-  Supreme  Court  from  issuing 
Connecticut,  Florida,  Mary-  sex  couples  most  or  all  of  the  such  a  ruling, 
land.  New  Jersey,  New  York,  legal  benefits  of  marriage, 

Oklahoma,  Or^on,  and  without  using  the  term  mar-  •  What  is  required  to 
Washington.  The  Oregon  law-  riage.  Vermont  is  the  only  pass  a  federal  marriage 
suit  likely  is  moot,  being  that  state  with  civil  unions,  amendment? 
voters  there  passed  a  consti-  California  has  domestic  part- 

tutional  amendment  last  year  nerships,  which  are  similar.  It  must  pass  two-thirds  of 
banning  gay  marriage.  Some  of  the  marriage  amend-  both  the  House  and  Senate 

ments  ban  civil  unions  and  and  three-quarters  of  the 
•  Who  are  behind  the  domestic  partnerships.  states.  The  amendment  is  SJR 

lawsuits?  1  in  the  Senate.  It  has  yet  to  be 

•  What  is  the  difference  introduced  in  the  House. 

Liberal  and  homosexual  between  a  state  marriage  - 

activists  groups.  Two  groups  amendment  and  a  federal  For  more  information  about 
— .  Lambda  Legal  and  the  marriage  amendment?  the  national  debate  'over  same- 

America  Civil  Liberties  Union  sex  "marriage, "  visit 

(ACLUj  —  are  involved  in  State  marriage  amendments  http:ffwww.bp-news.netlsame- 
most  of  the  suits.  Other  small-  only  provide  protection  against  sexmarriage. 


where  it  faces  an  uphill  battle. 
•  Can  anything  be  done?  But  California  citizens  have 

another  option  —  the  petition. 
Yes.  Conservatives  in  the  Similar  to  the  process  used  to 
state  are  promoting  a  state  recall  former  Gov.  Gray  Davis, 
constitutional  amenoment  that  citizens  could  collect  enough 
would  ban  gay  marriage.  Such  petitions  to  place  a  marriage 
an  amendment  is  pending  in  amendment  on  the  state  ballot, 
the  left-leaning  legislature, 

_ _ •  Is  California  the  first 

state  where  such  a  ruling  has 
;l  been  issued? 


GULF  COAST  BAPTIST  ASSOCIATION 


Presents  its 


Fourth  Annual  Leadership 
Conference 

May  2, 2005 

!  10  A.M.  -  2  PJM. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Biloxi 
Vision  Casting  and  Implementation 


Margaret  Slusher 

President  of  LeadPlus,  Inc. 
NAMB  Consultant 


Cost:  $15.00  per  person  (lunch  included) 

Call  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association 
228-832-4311 
.  To  register. 


Registration  Deadline:  April  1 5 


March  31, 2005 


The  Baptist  Record 


